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I can… 

• I can explain what a Student Learning 
Objective (SLO) is. 

• I can determine who must write an SLO and 
for what grade level/content area. 

• I can write a target for an SLO. 



What is an SLO? 
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Student Learning Objectives as the 
“comparable growth measure”  

100-Point Evaluation System for Teachers 
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NYSED SLO Framework 
   
• A student learning objective is an academic 

goal for a teacher’s students that is set at the 
start of a course.   

• It represents the most important learning for the 
year (or, semester, where applicable).   

• It must be specific and measurable, based on 
available prior student learning data, and aligned 
to Common Core, State, or national standards, as 
well as any other school and district priorities. 

• Teachers’ scores are based upon the degree to 
which their goals were attained. 
 

Source: Page 4 of Guidance on the New York State District-Wide  
Growth Goal Setting Process: Student Learning Objectives 
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NYSED SLO Framework 

All SLOs MUST include the following basic components: 

Student Population Which students are being addressed?  

Learning Content 
What is being taught? CCSS/National/State standards?  Will this goal 
apply to all standards applicable to a course or just to specific priority 
standards? 

Interval of 
Instructional Time 

What is the instructional period covered (if not a year, rationale for 
semester/quarter/etc)? 

Evidence 
What assessment(s) or student work product(s) will be used to 
measure this goal?  

Baseline What is the starting level of learning for students covered by this SLO? 

Target(s) 
What is the expected outcome (target) by the end of the instructional 
period?  

HEDI Criteria 
How will evaluators determine what range of student performance 
“meets” the goal (effective) versus “well-below” (ineffective), “below”  
(developing), and “well-above” (highly effective)?  

Rationale Why choose this learning content, evidence and target? 
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Who needs what? 
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100-Point Evaluation System:   State 20% 

Three types of teachers: 
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If there is a State-provided 
growth measure for at least 
50% of students 

Will have State-
provided growth 
measure (no SLOs) 

If there is no State-provided 
growth measure for the 
course 

Use only SLOs (no 
State-provided 
growth measure) 

If there is a State-provided 
growth measure for less than 
50% of students 

Will have State-
provided growth 
measure and will 
use SLOs 



Three Questions 

• What do you teach? 
• To whom? 

• What do those students need? 



Start with the Roster 
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From Student Growth to Teachers and Principals 

 In order for an educator to receive a growth score, he or she must have a 
minimum sample size of 16 student scores in ELA or mathematics across 
all grades taught. 

Examples:  

– A teacher has a self-contained classroom with 8 students who take the 
4th grade ELA and math assessments; this teacher would then have 16 
student scores contributing to his or her growth score. 

– A teacher has a class with 12 students in varied grades (4th, 5th, 6th) 
who take the ELA and math assessments for their respective enrolled 
grade level; this teacher would then have 24 student scores contributing 
to his or her growth score.  

 

 If an educator does not have 16 student scores, he or she will not receive a 
growth score from the state and will not receive information in the 
reporting system.   

– Educators likely to have fewer than 16 scores should use student 
learning objectives (SLOs).  



Sample: 3rd Grade Self-Contained 



Considerations for  
Special Education SLOs 

Background 
• Number of students in 

caseload may vary 
depending upon assignment 

• Length of service may vary 
• Content area focus may vary 

Result 
• May be difficult to 

determine which students 
to include in SLO 

• May not have students for 
entire interval of instruction 

• May not have all students 
identified by BEDS day 



One Possible Option 

Team or Group SLO 
• May be appropriate when a 

teacher “pushes in” to the 
classes, co-teaches or works 
alongside the classroom 
teacher 

School-Level SLO 
• May be appropriate when 

teacher’s efforts impacts 
many students school-wide 

• Teacher’s SLOs tied to 
performance on state 
assessments 



Sample: Resource Room 



What about “pre-assessments?” 

• Difficult to administer and use to set targets 
when based on the NYS assessments 

• Question should be: What will it tell me and 
will it inform my instruction? 

• What other data might we have to set targets? 



Sample: NYSAA Students 

 



How do I write a target? 



Two Moments in Time 
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Baselin
e  

Summat
ive 

Assess
ment  Demonstr

ate Need 
Measure  
Learning 

Change in academic 
achievement between 

two points in time 
(pre and post)  
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Student Population, Baseline, and Target(s)  
Training SLO Student Population: All 105 students 
across 4 sections of Grade 7 Visual Arts classes 
(names included on the rosters). 
 

Training SLO Baseline: Students scored between  
0-30% on the grade 7 visual arts pre-assessment. 
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Student Pre-Test Score Summative Target 
Student A 10 
Student B 20 
Student C 5 
Student D 0 
Student E 30 
Student F 10 
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Student Population, Baseline, and Target(s)  
Training SLO Target Approach 1: Set common growth 
targets. 
 

 90% of students, including special populations, will grow 
by 60 percentage points or more on their summative 
assessment compared to their pre-test for the standards. 
(e.g., Student E’s target is 60 more than 30, or 90.) 
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Student Pre-Test Score Summative Target 
Student A 10 70 
Student B 20 80 
Student C 5 65 
Student D 0 60 
Student E 30 90 
Student F 10 70 
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Student Population, Baseline, and Target(s)  
Training SLO Target Approach 2: Set growth-to-
mastery targets. 
 

 85% of students, including special populations, will 
grow to score 75% or higher on the summative 
assessment for the selected standards.   

22 

Student Pre-Test Score Summative Target 
Student A 10 75 
Student B 20 75 
Student C 5 75 
Student D 0 75 
Student E 30 75 
Student F 10 75 
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Student Population, Baseline, and Target(s)  

Training SLO Target Approach 3: Set differentiated 
growth targets. 
 

 85% of students, including special populations, will 
meet or exceed their individualized target. 
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Student Pre-Test Score Summative Target 
Student A 10 80 
Student B 20 80 
Student C 5 75 
Student D 0 70 
Student E 30 85 
Student F 10 80 



Additional Questions? 
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